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	DATING THE EVENTS OF PROPHECY: A COLLECTION OF PERSPECTIVES

	Affixing calendar dates to the events in the Book of Mormon and coordinating those dates in a manner that does not conflict with “normally” interpreted scriptural sources and “known” historical dating is an extremely complex and challenging process.  This is because, down through the ages, a multitude of conflicting interpretations and dates for scriptural and historical events have been proposed by well-meaning scholars and churchmen— good men with good intentions.  Nevertheless, I believe that we are obligated, in our own times and circumstances, to add to this process.  It stands to reason that if we don't illuminate the circumstances surrounding the gospel message of the Book of Mormon, we don't give ourselves any perspective from which to ask questions.  And if we don't ask any questions, we can't expect any answers.  Highlighting questionable chronological areas of the scriptural text, the historical records, and the scholarly and religious commentaries and seeking their solution can be long detailed process— at times a challenge to one’s expectations for simple “logical” solution to reinforce a “testimony.”  However, some things take time and effort (in many different directions).  Hopefully, by attempting to construct a much more detailed chronology than is presently footnoted in our recent editions of the Bible and the Book of Mormon, we can move forward in faith and hope to reach a new level of perspectives.       
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	An Introduction to the Factors Involved 

	In trying to understand Book of Mormon chronology, and in attempting to gain perspectives on the possible dating of certain events that were prophesied, one should come to terms with a number of factors which might create differences in interpretation.  For example, a few of them might be: 

[bookmark: _Hlk138932657]1.  Reference Points  (Both Scriptural and Historical)
	One can compare what we find in the Book of Mormon record with not only existing scriptural records, but existing historical records and be able to come up with at least some correlation of events in order to have at least some common reference points in time.  For example, some of these possible common reference points are:
	Scriptural
	A. Book of Mormon	
[bookmark: _Hlk177966671]		1.  The commencement of the reign of “Zedekiah.” (1 Nephi 1:4)
		2.  The destruction of Jerusalem. (1 Nephi 1:4; 2 Nephi 1:4)
		3.  The birth [or sign of the birth] of Christ.  (3 Nephi 4-26)
		4.  The death of Christ. (3 Nephi 8:5)
		5.  Etc.

	B. Bible
		1.  The reign of Zedekiah (    )
		2.  The destruction of Jerusalem. (    )
		3.  The birth [or sign of the birth] of Christ.  (   )
		4.  The death of Christ. (   )
		5.  Etc.

	Historical
A. Early Historians
1.  Philo of Alexandria (25 B.C. – 50 A.D.)
2.  Josephus (37 A. D. – 94 A.D.)
3.  Tacitus (56 A.D. – 120 A.D.)
4.  Suetonius  (69 A.D. – 122 A.D.)
5.  Etc.

B. Writings of the Early Church Fathers
1.  Polycarp (69 A.D. – A.D. 155 A.D.)
2.  Justin Martyr (100 A.D. – 165 A.D.)
3.  Ireneus (130 A.D. – 200 A.D.)
4.  Clement of Alexandria  (150 A.D. – 215 A.D.)
5.  Tertullian  (160 A.D. – 225 A.D.)
6.  Etc.

C.  Later Writers



2.  The Length and Type of Calendar Year
	A.  Because in the Book of Mormon text the length of a "year" is not stated precisely, one is left to his own assumptions.  However, one must realize that the Nephites and Lamanites observed the Law of Moses, and so it was important for them to regulate their ordinances with those times of year that would give the ordinances significance or symbolism (or maybe not). Calendars can vary in length depending on their purpose:  
		1.  Some chart the days from a specific event. (Mayan Long Count Calendar)
		2.  Some are religious and relate to cycles of the Moon. (354.36705 day Lunar Calendar)
		3.  Some are agricultural and relate to cycles of the Sun. (365.2422 day Solar Calendar)
		4.  Some (like a “lunar-solar calendar year) are mixtures allowing a religious lunar cycle to 
			continuously run, but then adding (or “intercalating” a number of days at the end 
			to match-up with the solar cycle so that “seasonal” religious rites can always be in 
			the proper “season” (spring, fall, planting, harvest, equinox, solstice, etc.).
		5.  Some just have a set number of days. (360-day or 365-day Fixed Year Calendar)
 
	B.  In our present Bible, we have different calendar systems that chart the years from a specific event.  Some of them are:
		1.   From the creation
		2.   From the Flood
		3.   The reigns of Hebrew kings
		4.   The reigns of Roman kings and officials
		
	C.  In our present Book of Mormon we have a number of calendar systems that chart the years from a specific event. Some of the main ones are:
		1.  Years from when Lehi left Jerusalem. (1 Nephi 1:10; 2 Nephi 5:28)
		2.  Years from the beginning of the Reign of the Judges. (Alma 1:1)
		3.  Years from the sign of Christ's birth. (3 Nephi 2:8)

Again, nothing is specifically said about the length of the Nephite year in the Book of Mormon text.


3.  The Beginning Day of the Calendar Year (Point of Reference)
	A.  For any calendar system, there has to be a starting day for each "year" in that system.  

	For example:
	1.  A Hebrew yearly calendar started in the Fall on the first day of the month of Tishri.
		2.  A Hebrew yearly calendar started in the Spring on the first day of the month of Nissan.
		3.  A Babylonian calendar started in the Spring on the first day of the month of Nisannu.

	Thus for the Book of Mormon text:
		1.  Lehi left Jerusalem on a specific day within a specific month within a specific year.  Did Nephi use that "specific day" and/or "specific month" and/or "specific year" as the beginning reference point for his calendar (Years from when Lehi left Jerusalem)?
		2.  The reign of the Judges started on a specific day within an existing year, and the new calendar proceeded forward from that day.  Whether or not it required a changed "day 1" and/or a changed "month 1" of the new calendar year is not specifically noted in the text. 
		3.  Christ was born on a specific day within an existing year, but did the new calendar proceed forward from that day?  Whether or not it required a changed "day 1" and/or a new "month 1" and/or a new "calendar year length" is not specifically noted in the text.

	B.  In Roman times, in order to create a more standardized calendar, Julius Caesar consulted an Alexandrian astronomer named Sosigenes and created a more regulated civil calendar, a solar calendar based entirely on Earth's revolutions around the Sun, also called a tropical year. It takes our planet on average, approximately 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 45 seconds (365.242189 days) to complete one full orbit around the Sun. This “Julian” calendar, would eventually be replaced because it did not correctly reflect the actual time it takes the Earth to circle once around the Sun, known as a tropical year. In the Julian calendar, a leap day was added every four years, which is too frequent.
 
	The Gregorian calendar was first introduced in 1582. To make up for the inaccuracies of its predecessor, the Julian calendar, a number of days had to be skipped. The Gregorian calendar’s predecessor, the Julian Calendar, was replaced because it was too inaccurate. It did not properly reflect the actual time it takes the Earth to orbit once around the Sun, known as a tropical year. The Gregorian calendar allowed for the realignment with events like the vernal equinox and winter solstice. Pope Gregory XIII issued a papal bull, “Inter Gravissimus” on February 24, 1582 that established the Gregorian calendar as the new and official calendar of the Catholic world. Since the Julian calendar had fallen ten days behind over the centuries, Pope Gregory XIII designated that October 4, 1582 would be officially followed by October 15, 1582. Our present-day Gregorian calendar begins on the 1st day of the 1st month of January and ends on the 31st day of the 12th month of December. The Gregorian calendar is the most widely used calendar in the world today.  Although it is not perfect either, today's Gregorian calendar uses a much more accurate rule for calculating leap years.
	C.  With the Old-World Israelites, two lunar-related calendar systems, were actually used: one beginning in the fall and one beginning in the spring. Their calendar originally began in the fall; however, after the Lord took the children of Israel out of Egypt, a change was made by some of the people in reckoning of years so that the first month was in the spring (see Exodus 12:2, 13:3-4).  Thus, to correlate Book of Mormon “years” with both calendars could be confusing

	D.  I will note that in the Book of Mormon, a “week” is only mentioned three times (Mosiah 18:25, Alma 31:12, 32:11.)  There is no mention of how many days were in this week, but it might be presumed that the “week” was a carry-over from the Old World Israelite culture.  

	E.  A “day” can be measured as the Jews measured it, from sunset to sunset.  It has also been said that the Galileans measured or reckoned their day from sunrise to sunrise.  In our modern times, we reckon our day from the apex of the sun’s rise being “mid-day” or “noon”, and then 12 hours later it becomes “midnight.” Thus, we begin our 24-hour day just after midnight, or hour number 12.  Ironically, the new day begins with 12:01 a.m. until after 60 minutes we reach 1 o’clock.  At noon we repeat those numbers, beginning with 12:01 in the afternoon and reaching 12:00 p.m.  Interestingly, in the military and other places, they reckon by a continuous 24-hour clock.  Even the pronunciation is different.  For example:
STANDARD TIME	MILITARY TIME		PRONUNCIATION
1:00 AM		0100			Zero One Hundred Hours
1:30 AM		0130			Zero One Thirty Hours
2:00 AM		0200			Zero Two Hundred Hours
2:30 AM		0230			Zero Two Thirty Hours

	Furthermore, in the Book of Mormon, the days of the week are not named, only the fact that one day in every week was set apart for worship (Mosiah 18:25). Thus, even in talking about just a “day” there might be difficulty in communication.  For example, if I say that Christ was in Gethsemane on early Friday morning (at 12:01 our time), the Galileans might say that he was in Gethsemane on Thursday night.  While the Jews might say that he was in Gethsemane on the evening half of Friday.     

	F.  In the scriptures, the term “hour” is mentioned.  But what exactly does it mean?   
	According to Smith's Bible Dictionary:

at what period the Jews first became acquainted with the division of the day into twelve hours is unknown, but it is generally supposed they learned it from the Babylonians during the captivity. It was known to the Egyptians at a very early period.

	According to Easton's Bible Dictionary:

With the ancient Hebrews the divisions of the day were "morning, evening, and noon-day" (Psalms 55:17, etc.). The Greeks, following the Babylonians, divided the day into twelve hours. The Jews, during the Captivity, learned also from the Babylonians this method of dividing time. When Judea became subject to the Romans, the Jews adopted the Roman mode of reckoning time. The night was divided into four watches (Luke 12:38; Matthew 14:25; 13:25). Frequent allusion is also made to hours (Matthew 25:13; 26:40, etc.).


According to Webster's 1828 Dictionary we have the following definitions:

	1. A space of time equal to one twenty fourth part of the natural day.

	2. A particular time [period]; 
[Note* For example, in Luke 22:53 Jesus responds to the Jewish authorities when they come to arrest him at Gethsemane: “When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”
At Cana when the mother of Jesus asked him to provide wine when there was no wine, Jesus said, “woman, my hour is not yet come. (John 2:4)]

	3. The time marked or indicated by a chronometer, clock or watch; the particular 
		time of 	the day.  It consists of 60 minutes, each minute of 60 seconds, 
		etc.  What is the hour? At what hour shall we meet? I will be with you at 
		an early hour.

Similar variations in meaning could be used for the term “time.” 




4.  B.C./A.D. Calendar 
	B.C. = Before Christ in the Western Calendar.
	B.C.E. = Before the Common (Christian) Era  
	A.D. = Anno Domini, which means "in the year of the Lord"

	The B.C/A.D (Dionysian) Calendar was originally designed with 365-day, 12-month (Jan-Dec) years moving in both directions from a central division point exactly between 1 B.C. (1 year Before Christ) and A.D. 1 (Anno Domini--in the year of our Lord).  There was no "0" year.  Scholars and students find value in this system because it has become an accepted standard of reference. In order to maintain correctness, “Leap Years” (with added days at varying 4-year periods) have become part of the system. As an approximate standard of reference, chronological footnotes to the Book of Mormon text carry dates according to the B.C/A.D (Dionysian) Calendar.  


5.  Multiple Interpretations

In 1810, noted biblical scholar and authority Adam Clarke would say the following:

“Fabricius [1713] gives a catalogue of no less than 136 different opinions concerning the Year of Christ's birth: and as to his birth Day, that has been placed by Christian sects and learned men in every Month in the year. The Egyptians placed it in January - Wagenseil, in February - Bochart, in March - some, mentioned by Clemens Alexandrinus, in April - others, in May - Epiphanius speaks of some who placed it in June - and of others who supposed it to have been in July - Wagenseil, who was not sure of February, fixed it probably in August - Lightfoot, on the 15th of September - Scaliger, Casaubon, and Calvisius, in October - others, in November - but the Latin Church, supreme in power, and infallible in judgment, placed it on the 25th of December, the very day on which the ancient Romans celebrated the feast of their goddess Bruma." (Adam Clarke, The New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, First released in England in 1810.)  
	 
[bookmark: _Hlk141966175]	In reality, there are many verses regarding chronology and time in the Book of Mormon and History that are subject to interpretation.  The possible well-reasoned variations on the interpretation to these verses can at times make the task of chronology seem rather formidable; however, it is my personal opinion that we can do at least three things: (1) Pay attention to as many Bible verses and Book of Mormon verses as possible related to the chronology in the Book of Mormon (Scriptural Verses Related to Book of Mormon Chronology); (2) Pay attention to the varying chronological and historical implications of those interpretations (Authoritative Statements—both LDS and non-LDS—Related to Book of Mormon Chronology); and then (3) Chart and analyze the various interpretations and theories in a manner that can be relatively understood (Evaluating the Theories of Book of Mormon Chronology). 


6.  Lack of Internal Chronological References and Historical Records
	The Bible and the Book of Mormon are not complete histories either from a secular historical perspective or a religious perspective.  They each have been composed in various manners to testify of Christ and His Covenant Way.  For example, in the Book of Mormon in the Book of Alma we have approximately seventy verses that refer to the calendar spanning a period of one hundred and sixty-five years (70 verses/165 years).  On the other hand, from the beginning of the book of First Nephi to the beginning of the book of Alma, there are only sixteen calendar-related verses that span a period of five hundred and nine years (16 verses/509 years).  With these voids in the record, we must piece together the story as best we can.  A similar assessment can be made regarding the collection of secular historical records that we have.


7.  Priority of Facts
	History can be very difficult to explain at times.  When faced with a choice between conflicting scriptural sources and secular sources, or even with differing LDS theories regarding chronology, a decision has to be made as to what to believe.  For those writing about historical events, bias seems to be inevitable.  I believe that the Book of Mormon is a true covenant record.  To that end, at times I might consider conflicting historical secular sources as scholarly aids to understanding and not an "end all" proof that terminates discussion.  My desired focus is on perspectives—the illumination and interpretation of scriptural sources, not on who or what is correct.  Perspectives, at times, can reveal multiple answers as to what, where, how or why something might be “correct.”  In the words of Randall Spackman:

[bookmark: _Hlk138938656]The question is not whether Lehi's 600-year prophecy was fulfilled. The Book of Mormon records its fulfillment (see 3 Nephi 1:1-21). The Book of Mormon is true.  The question is how Lehi's 600-year prophecy was fulfilled. [Randall P. Spackman, FARMS Review of Books, Vol. 10/1 1998, p. 10]
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