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  Scriptural Sources related to Key Factors in Book of Mormon Chronology

	While I can never hope to list all the different factors that are involved in correctly annotating Book of Mormon chronology, there are some key factors that might provide a framework of perspective.  In analyzing those key factors, perhaps the first places one should look to for help are the scriptures themselves—the sacred texts—for verses that might contain information common to any chronological theory.  With those hopes in mind, I have first listed some (but certainly not all) of the basic key factors that any chronological theory might build upon. My next step has been to record some (but not all) of these verses in a quick searchable Word file.  While the ability to digitally search all the scriptures is valuable, simplifying the sources down can provide valuable perspectives also.  My final step has been to organize a basic historical timeline, placing the scriptural sources for the different theories in a framework of “known” dates for historical events from scholarly sources.  By using all these steps, I have found that my ability to understand the scriptural interpretations and the historical interpretations of various theoretical proposals has been increased. Yet perhaps more importantly, my ability to ask and record questions about a particular theory has been greatly facilitated.  Once again, these lists can certainly be expanded as needed for analyzing different particular theories.

A Few Key Factors

Christ as the Supreme Creator (structuring evidence of His role into the Creation)
           (He is over ALL things)
The reigns of the last kings of Judah & their rebellion against Babylon
The prophet Jeremiah’s words regarding the destruction of Jerusalem & Judah
Babylon’s siege & “partial”[?] destruction of Jerusalem (597 BC?)
The reign of Zedekiah (“the first year”)
The Israelite/Hebrew calendars: symbolism & significance
The Hebrew calendar: can it merge with the Jewish calendar with absolute 
          surety?
The Hebrew or Jewish calendar: can they merge with the Julian and Gregorian   
          calendars with absolute surety?
Lehi’s departure date
Lehi’s 600-Year Prophecy of Christ’s birth
The Nephite calendar(s): beginning, months, weeks, days, etc.
Lehi’s time spent in the “wilderness” (“8 years”?)
Time spent in Bountiful: the timetable of shipbuilding, outfitting, testing,
          learning to navigate, etc.
Communication time (distance) between Jerusalem and Bountiful
Nephi’s lack of knowledge in Bountiful that Jerusalem had been destroyed
Time spent crossing the ocean
The destruction of Jerusalem (587/6 BC?)
Daniel’s prophecies
Lehi’s affirmation (in the New World) that Jerusalem had been destroyed
[bookmark: _Hlk184126622]The reign of Augustus
Samuel’s Prophecies of Christ’s birth, death and Nephite destruction
The New Star (Astronomy & Astrology)
The New Star (How long after the “commencement of the 92nd year”? 3 Ne. 1:4-
            19) 
A day, a night, and a day of light in the New World
Christ’s birth date
The Wise Men followed a star – the star led them to Bethlehem
Herod’s slaughter of the children at Bethlehem
Herod’s death date
Nephite Calendar Change (How could the length of year change?) 3 Ne. 2: 6-8 ?
Nephite Calendar Change (How could beginning of year change?)3 Ne. 2:6-8 ? 
The reign of Tiberius Caesar 
The beginnings of the ministry of John the Baptist (15th year of Tiberius)
The beginnings & length of the ministry of Jesus “about 30” (How many years or 
	       actual Passovers—NOT just the mention of Passovers) (1-3 years?)
Saying that it had been 46 years since construction began on the Temple
The time of Passover (Old World / New World)
The chronology of the Passover week: Last supper, Crucifixion, Resurrection
          (Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday Crucifixion?)
The reign of Caiaphas & Pontius Pilate
Prophecy regarding Jonah that he would be 3 days & 3 nights in the whale 
Christ’s Crucifixion date: the 4th day of the 34th Nephite year (actual year length?)
Three days of darkness for the Nephites
The dating of the Nephite destruction in the land (Alma, Samuel)
Christ’s appearance to the Nephites      
The Record of Josephus 
		The end of the Nephite nation
		The “Caractors” Document?


Verses According to the Sacred Texts

Reviewing the scriptural clues 
Questions that might arise.	“


	One must compare our written history of the world and the history contained in the Book of Mormon and be able to come up with at least some correlation of events in order to have a reference point in time.  In the Book of Mormon textual history we have the following possible reference points:
	
The Book of Mormon

(1st Nephi Preface)  “The Lord warns Lehi to depart out of the land of Jerusalem, because he prophesieth unto the
		people concerning their iniquity and they seek to destroy his life.”
			Does killing the prophets imply imminent destruction of a covenant people?
(1 Nephi Preface)  “He taketh three days’ journey into the wilderness with his family.”
			What is the definition of “wilderness”?
			Where is this wilderness?  At what point do we start measuring the days?
			What route would they take? 
(1 Nephi 1  [2013] heading)    “about 600 BC”
		Note*  In the 2013 edition of the Book of Mormon, for Chapter 1 of First Nephi, the chronological 
		footnote at the lower right-hand corner of the page was moved to the Chapter heading.  
			This is an addition to the text.
(1 Nephi 1:4)  “it came to pass in the commencement of the first year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah”
Note*  It’s possible that the original text of the Book of Mormon simply read “in the commencement of the reign of Zedekiah,” without “first year of the.”  In the Printer’s Manuscript (the Original is not available here), “first year of the” is inserted above the line. See Royal Skousen and Robin Scott Jensen, eds., Printer’s Manuscript of the Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi 1 Alma 35.   Royal Skousen, Analysis of Textual Variants of the Book of Mormon, 6 parts, 2nd ed., Book of Mormon Critical Text Project, vol. 4 (Provo, UT: FARMS and BYU Studies, 2017), 1:59 considers this just a copyist error, but it’s possible “first year of the” was not in the original text.
(1 Nephi 1:4)  “in the same year there came many prophets, prophesying unto the people that they must repent, or the
		great city of Jerusalem must be destroyed.”
			This refers to previous statement about the “year” & condition of the people
(1 Nephi 1:5)   “as he [Lehi] went forth [he] prayed unto the Lord- [VISION]- he returned to his own house at Jerusalem”
			Where did this vision take place?    Time elapsed?
(1 Nephi 1:13)   “[Jerusalem] should be destroyed, and the inhabitants thereof, many should perish by the sword, and 
		many should be carried away captive into Babylon.
			Lehi implores people to capitulate to Babylon
			What does “destruction” mean?
			This destruction and deportation of “many” is still in the future.
			When would this destruction and deportation take place?
(1 Nephi 1:19  “the Jews did mock him because of the things which he testified of them . . . their wickedness and their 
		abominations; and he testified that the things which he saw and heard, and also the things which
		he read in the book, manifested plainly of the coming of a Messiah, and also the redemption of 
		the world.
			They rejected Christ.   Is this why they killed the prophets?
(1 Nephi 1:20)   “the Jews . . . were angry with him; yea, even as with the prophets of old, whom they had cast out, and 
		stoned, and slain; and they also sought his life.
			Is this a sign of imminent destruction for a covenant people?
			When did this happen?
(1 Nephi 2:2-4)   “the Lord commanded . . . [Lehi] departed into the wilderness and he left his house, and the land of 
		his inheritance, and his gold, and his silver, and his precious things, and took nothing with him, save 
		it were his family and provisions, and tents, and departed into the wilderness.
			What year (BC) was this?
(1 Nephi 2:5)   “And he came down by the borders near the shore of the Red Sea”
			What is the definition of “borders”?
			What route did they take?
(1 Nephi 2:5)   “and he traveled in the wilderness in the borders which are nearer the Red Sea”
			What are the borders which are nearer the Red Sea?
(1 Nephi 2:6)   “And it came to pass that when he had traveled three days in the wilderness, he pitched his tent in a 
		valley by the side	of a river of water.
			How far could they travel in three days?
			Are there rivers in Arabia?  Is there a rainy season?
(1 Nephi 2:8)   “he called the name of the river Laman, and it emptied into the Red Sea; and the valley was in the borders 
		near the 	mouth thereof.
			Where could this have been?
(1 Nephi 2:9)   “the waters of the river emptied into the fountain of the Red Sea . . . O that thou mightiest be like unto
		 this river, continually running into the fountain of all righteousness
			What does “continually running” imply?
(1 Nephi 2:11,13)   “[Laman & Lemuel had said that] he [Lehi] had [led them out of Jerusalem] “because of the foolish 
			imaginations of his heart. . . Neither did they believe that Jerusalem, that great city, could
			be destroyed according to the words of the prophets, and they were like unto the Jews who
			were at Jerusalem, who sought to take away the life of my father.”
			Under what conditions (peace, siege, takeover) could this be plausibly said?
(1 Nephi 2:16)   “  I, Nephi, being exceeding young, nevertheless being large in stature”
			How young was Nephi? – see 1 Nephi 4:31
(1 Nephi 3:9)   “I, Nephi, and my brethren took our journey in the wilderness, with our tents, to go up to the land of 
		Jerusalem. [to get the plates from Laban]
			What would be their route?   Would the route be safe at this time?
			Time elapsed?
(1 Nephi 3:22)   [Nephi & brethren go “down to the land of our father’s inheritance” for gold . . . 
			Where is this land?   Time elapsed?
(1 Nephi 3:23)   “we went up again unto the house of Laban”
			Time elapsed?
(1 Nephi 4:31)   “I Nephi being a man large in stature” 
			What happened since 1 Nephi 2:16?    Is a period of time involved?  How much time?
(1 Nephi 4:38)   “ we took the plates . . . and departed into the wilderness” 
			Time elapsed?   Safety?   Route?
(1 Nephi 7:2-3)   Nephi’s second trip “to go up to the land of Jerusalem” to bring down Ishmael  (1 Ne. 7:2-3) 
[bookmark: _Hlk141818754]			Time elapsed?   Safety?   Route?
(1 Nephi 7:6-7)   “as we journeyed in the wilderness, . . . they were desirous  to return unto the land of Jerusalem.”
[bookmark: _Hlk141818919]			What were the circumstances, favorable or unfavorable to this decision + time frame?
(1 Nephi 7:13)   “at some future period that the word of the Lord shall be fulfilled concerning the destruction of 
		Jerusalem”
			What were the circumstances, favorable or unfavorable to this statement + time frame?
(1 Nephi 7:14-15)  “For behold, the Spirit of the Lord ceaseth soon to strive with them; for behold, they have rejected 
			the prophets, and Jeremiah have they cast into prison. And they have sought to take away 
			the life of my father.” . . . if ye will return unto Jerusalem ye shall also perish with them.”
			When was Jeremiah “cast into prison?
			How “soon” will destruction come?
			Is destruction a one-time thing or a process?

(1 Nephi 8:1)   “we had gathered together all manner of seeds of every kind, both of grain . . . and also of the seeds of 
		fruit” 
			Did they use these seeds to plant and harvest food along the way?  Time elapsed?
(1 Nephi 10:4)   “Yea, even six hundred years from the time that my father left Jerusalem, a prophet would the Lord
		God raise up among the Jews—even a Messiah, or, in other words, a Savior of the world.”
			When was Christ born?   Is this 600 years from when Lehi left?
(1 Nephi 16:7)   [Marriages]  
[bookmark: _Hlk140988186]			Time elapsed?   Time since Nephi was “exceedingly young”?  
(1 Nephi 16:12-13)    depart into wilderness – 4 days south southeast – Shazer  hunting
			Time elapsed?
(1 Nephi 16:17-18)    travel “many days” –rest, broken bow 
			Time elapsed?   
(1 Nephi 16:33-36)    travel “many days” – Nahom, Ishamel dies, daughters “desirous to return again to Jerusalem  
			Time elapsed?   
(1 Nephi 17:1)   travel “nearly eastward from that time forth” “many days”  
			Time elapsed?   
(1 Nephi 17:4)   they “sojourn for the space of many years, yea, even eight years in the wilderness 
			Where did they stay?  How long?
			Whatever their location, they would hear of what was happening at Jerusalem
(1 Nephi 17:5)   they came to land they called “Bountiful” beheld the sea  
			Where were they?
(1 Nephi 17:14)    “After ye have arrived in the promised land, ye shall know that . . . I the Lord did deliver you from 
			destruction”  
			Destruction is still in the future
(1 Nephi 17:43)   “I [Nephi] know not but they [at Jerusalem] are at this day about to to be destroyed; for I know that
			 the day must surely come that they must be destroyed, save a FEW only, who shall be led 
			away into captivity.  
			What destruction was characterized by just a “few” being taken into captivity?
(1 Nephi 18:4)   I had finished the ship  
			How long did it take to build a ship and learn to sail it?
			How come they didn’t hear of any destruction in Jerusalem by this time?
(1 Nephi 18:8, 23)  “driven forth before the wind for the space of many days” sailed “many days” 
			How long was this ocean voyage?
(1 Nephi 19:8)  “he cometh . . in six hundred years from the time my father left Jerusalem” 
			Was this date the beginning day/month of the Nephite calendar?
(1 Nephi 19:10)   “Zenos spake concerning the three days of darkness  as a special sign unto those on the isles of the 
			sea. 
			How could this happen?
(2 Nephi 1:4)   “I have seen a vision in which I know that Jerusalem is destroyed.” 
			What year BC was this?
(2 Nephi 5:28)   Thirty years had passed away from the time we left Jerusalem” 
			Civil calendar?
		(See also Jacob 1:1; Enos 1:25; Jarom 1:5, 13; Omni 1:3, 5; Mosiah 6:4; 29:46; 3 Nephi 1:1; 2:6)

(2 Nephi 11:4)   “Behold, my soul delighteth in proving unto my people the truth of the coming of Christ; for, for this 
			end hath the law of Moses been given.” 
			How was Christ’s birthdate (“coming”) proven by the Law of Moses?
			Was there symbolism in the dating of certain Mosaic festivals?
(2 Nephi 25:10)   ”it hath been told them concerning the destruction which should come upon them, immediately after 
			my father left Jerusalem, nevertheless, they hardened their hearts; and according to my 
			prophecy they have been destroyed, save it be those which are carried away captive into 
			Babylon.”
			What is the meaning of “immediately after?
			Was the destruction a one-time thing or was it a process? 
(2 Nephi 25:19)      The Messiah [Jesus Christ] cometh in six hundred years from the time that my father left Jerusalem 
			How long were these years?
(Mosiah 2—4)    King Benjamin’s speech, coronation, written by an angel – see Mosiah 3, Mosiah 3:2, 4:1)
			Was this on a Jewish holy day?
			What time of year was this?
(Mosiah 6:4)     Mormon notes that it was “about” 476 years from the time that Lehi left Jerusalem	
			Did Mormon know the exact dating?
(Mosiah 29:46 )  	Last day of the reign of the kings
(Alma 1:1)    Beginning of the reign of the Judges     
(Alma 9:9)    Lehi’s departure is compared to that of Moses at Passover (Passover Symbolism – See also Alma 26:38-39)
		“Do ye not remember that our father, Lehi, was brought out of Jerusalem by the hand of Gold? “ 
		  Do ye not remember that they were all led by him through the wilderness?
(Alma 10:6-7)      Angel appears to Amulek.  It was on “the fourth day of this seventh month, which is in the tenth year 
			of the reign of the judges”
			Why is this exact date so important?
(Alma 11:5-19)   Monetary system is explained in detail.  
			WHY is the calendar system not explained in detail?
			Egyptian calendar (365-day) calendar was in use at this time – see 1 Nephi 1:2  “language of
				 the Egyptians.”
(Alma 16:1)    Ammonihah destroyed       Seasonal Warfare?
(Alma 14:23, 16:1, 49:1, 52:1, 56:1)
(Alma 46:37)       See also Alma 49:1
(Alma 52:1)      Amalickiah found slain       Seasonal Warfare?
(Alma 56:1)     			         Seasonal Warfare?
[bookmark: _Hlk184131687](Helaman 13:1-2, 14:2)    Samuel the Lamanite “five years more cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of God”
(Helaman 14:1-7)   Samuel’s prophecy about the sign of Christ 
(Helaman 14:21-27)   Samuel’s prophecy about the signs of Christ’s death—three days of darkness (in the New World) 
(3 Nephi Preface)      Lehi “came out of Jerusalem in the first year of the reign of Zedekiah, the king of Judah” 
			What implications does this dating make?
			Time of year?     Safety of travel route?	Length of calendar year?
[bookmark: _Hlk184196067](3 Nephi 1:1)   “the ninety and first year had passed away and it was  six hundred years from the time that Lehi left
		 Jerusalem”  
			Civil calendar?	Prophetic calendar?
(3 Nephi 1:5-6)     “there were some who began to say that the time was past for the words to be fulfilled, which were 
			spoken by Samuel the Lamanite.
			What calendar differences might precipitate this belief?

3 Nephi 1:7-8	7.  And it came to pass that they did make a great uproar throughout the land; and the people who
			believed began to be very sorrowful . . . 
		8.  But behold, they died watch steadfastly for that day and that night and that day which should be
			as one day as if there were no night . . . 
			How long did this take?   Day?  Days?   Months?
(3 Nephi 1:9)      9.  “there was a day set apart by the unbelievers that all those who believed in the traditions should be 
			put to death?
			What would account for this discrepancy?
			How long did it take for the unbelievers to achieve consensus on this idea?
			How long beyond the initial 600-year-mark did this time limit extend?  Days?  Months?
(3 Nephi 1:12)    Nephi prays for deliverance “all that day”
(3 Nephi 1:13)     “on this night shall the sign be given, and on the morrow come I into the world”   
			Does this imply that the day began at sunrise?
			And how would the time correlate with the Old World?  (See Dike 2022 article)
(3 Nephi 1:19)   No darkness in all that night 
[bookmark: _Hlk140992979]			When?	What historical evidence?
			Apparently this means that there is first a 24-hour period of light (a day and a “night”)
			Then there is another 12-hour day of light
(3 Nephi 1:21)    New star did appear?  
			When?	What evidence?
(3 Nephi 1:15)	“at the going down of the sun there was no darkness”

(3 Nephi 2:4-8)   	4. And thus did pass away the ninety and sixth year; and also the ninety and seventh year; and also 
			the ninety and eighth year; and also the ninety and ninth year;
		5. And also an hundred years had passed away since the days of Mosiah, who was king over the
			people of the Nephites    
			CHECK chronological citations for Mosiah
		6.  And six hundred and nine years had passed away since Lehi left Jerusalem.
		7.  And nine  years had passed away from the time when the sign was given, which was spoken of by
			the prophets, that Christ should come into the world.  
			There is no intimation at this point that the calendar length or monthly orientation had been 
			changed at all.  But note that the sign HAD NOT COME on the exact end of the original 
			calendar 600 years!  (SEE 3 Ne. 1:1-13)  
		8.  Now the Nephites began to reckon their time from this period when the sign was given, or from 
			the coming of Christ; therefore, nine years had passed away.
			So again, there is a difference in days? Weeks? Months? from when the initial calendar 
			ended the 600 years and the day when the new calendar began.  There is no intimation that 
			the length of the calendar changed.	
			Would the new-years-day in the Nephite calendar year now align with the Hebrew calendar 
			new-years-day (Nisan 1) or Nisan 14?  Or does the word “period” imply a span of days.		
(3 Nephi 1:21)	“a new star did appear, according to the word”
			This star would not have appeared (or viewed) until after sunset on the New World day that 
			Christ was born.
(3 Nephi ????)    Nephites began to reckon their time from this period when the sign was given, or from the coming of 
			Christ
			Was this to the day? Did Lehi leave the same day of the year that Christ was born?
			Passover?
(3 Nephi 8:2)   “If there was no mistake made by this man [Nephi] in the reckoning of our time, the thirty and third year
		 had passed away” 
			Was this an admission of unsurety about chronology or was it to emphasize the correctness 
			of the original writer who recorded on the Large Plates?

(3 Nephi 8:3)   The death of Christ. Darkness for the space of three days (3 Nephi 8:3)
[bookmark: _Hlk140993323]			When?	What historical evidence?  
			How was this calculated in the New World?
(3 Nephi 8:5)    in the thirty and fourth year, in the first month, on the fourth day of the month, there arose a great 
			Storm
			How does this correlate with the Nephite calendar?  With the Jewish calendar?
(3 Nephi 8:5-25, 9:1-12)	Volcanic eruptions and destruction in the Americas
			When?	What evidence?
(3 Nephi 11:1-11)    The appearance of Christ in the Americas. 
			How does this correlate with the appearance of Quetzalcoatl in the Americas?

[bookmark: _Hlk140983866]2 Nephi 5:28, 34; Jacob 1:1; Enos 1:25; Jarom 1:5, 13; Omni 1:3, 5; Mosiah 6:4; 29:46; 3 Nephi 1:1; 2:6
When?   Where?  	Evidence?
			When was he born?		When did he die?
	
There is scholarly debate about each of these reference dates; however, there are limits to the range of years in the debate.  
The Bible
(Reference)	Event:
									Proposed Year
			Question:  

1 Kings									(When)
(1 Kgs. 4:25)   “And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to 
		Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.
			Question: What were the southern borders of Judah in 600 BC?
2 Kings									(When)	
(2 Kings 23:31-34)  “31  Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months
	     in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.
32  And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.
33  And Pharaoh Necho put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold.
34  And Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there.”

(2 Kings 24:1-7)   1  In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: 
	then he turned and rebelled against him.				(When?)
2  And the LORD sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servants the prophets.
3  Surely at the commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did;
4  And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the LORD would not pardon.
5  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
6  So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead.
7  And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt.


2 Kings 24:9-17     9  And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had done.
10  At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.
11  And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants did besiege it.
12  And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign.
13  And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said.
14  And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.
15  And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.
16  And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.
17  And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

(2 Ki. 25:1-13)      1  And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month,
	that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; 
	and they built forts against it round about.				(When?)
2  And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.
3  And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land.
4  And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain.
5  And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered from him.
6  So they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him.
7  And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.
8  And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem:
9  And he burnt the house of the LORD, and the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt he with fire.
10  And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about.
11  Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away.
12  But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen.
13  And the pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the LORD, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon.
 

2 Chronicles									(When?)
(2 Chr. 35:16-25)    16  So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the passover, and to offer 
	burnt offerings upon the altar of the LORD, according to the commandment of king Josiah.
17  And the children of Israel that were present kept the passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven days.
18  And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
19  In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept.
20  After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against him.
21  But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah? I come not against thee this day, but against the house wherewith I have war: for God commanded me to make haste: forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy thee not.
22  Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself, that he might fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.
23  And the archers shot at king Josiah; and the king said to his servants, Have me away; for I am sore wounded.
24  His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and put him in the second chariot that he had; and they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in one of the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.
25  And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations.

(2 Chr. 36:1-23)     1  Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made him king in his father's 
stead in Jerusalem.							(When?)
2  Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.
3  And the king of Egypt put him down at Jerusalem, and condemned the land in an hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold.
4  And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakim. And Necho took Jehoahaz his brother, and carried him to Egypt.
5  Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God.
6  Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon.
7  Nebuchadnezzar also carried of the vessels of the house of the LORD to Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon.
8  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abominations which he did, and that which was found in him, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead.
9  Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD.
10  And when the year was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of the house of the LORD, and made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.
11  Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.
12  And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of the LORD.
13  And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel.
14  Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.
15  And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place:
16  But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.
17  Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.
18  And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon.
19  And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.
20  And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia:
21  To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.
22Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,
23Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.
     
 
Isaiah										(When?)
(Isaiah 37:33-35)    33  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city,
	nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it.
34  By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD.
35  For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.
36  Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.
37  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.


Jeremiah
Note*  There are real problems associated with the book of Jeremiah.  This period of time covers the time of departure of Lehi, which means the associated prophecy of 600-years until the birth of the Savior is involved.  Yet the book of Jeremiah is not assembled in chronological order, and scholars differ on the proper order.  Furthermore, there are gaps in the reporting of critical years that might relate to Lehi’s departure, thus one can either ignore these gaps or fill in these gaps with their own supposition.  As a result, there is a difference of opinion on whether “the reign of Zedekiah” extended backward to include years previous to the official placement of Mattaniah (Zedekiah) on the throne of Judah.  I have assembled a whole file on the chronology of the book of Jeremiah, to which I would refer the reader. 
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Jeremiah’s Ministry Chronology
August 20, 2016 By Krisan Marotta

Chronology
[bookmark: _Hlk184103736]BC 640	Josiah becomes king of Judah at age 8- the last godly king		2Chron 34:1.
628	Josiah begins to purge Judah of idols in his 12th year		2Chron 34:3.
627	The Lord first speaks to Jeremiah in 13th year of Josiah.		Jer 1:1.
622	Book of the Law found in House of God				2Chr 34:8; 2Chr 34:14
612	Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, is sacked	 
609	King Josiah killed at Megiddo by Neco of Egypt			2Chr 35:20-25
	Jehoahaz king for 3 months					2Chr 36:1-3		
	Jehoiakim made king by Pharah Neco				2Chr 36:4.
[bookmark: _Hlk184105130]605	Battle of Carchemish Nebuchadnezzar defeats Egypt & Assyria
	1st deportation of Jews to Babylon – Daniel in this group		Jer 46:2; Dan 1:1-7.
604	Jeremiah’s scroll read to Jehoiakim and burnt			Jer 36.
[bookmark: _Hlk184107193]601	Jehoiakim rebels against Babylon				2Ki 24:1.
598	2nd deportation; Babylonian invasion takes Jerusalem, 		2Ki 24:12-17; 2Chr 36:6.
	deports Ezekiel & 10,000; Zedekiah replaces Jehoiachin		
593	Zedekiah summoned to Babylon					Jer 51:59.
588	Fall of Jerusalem.							Jer 39:1-18; Jer 40:5-6;
	Gedaliah appointed governor of Judah.				Jer 41:2; Jer 42-43;
	Gedaliah assassinated by Ishael					Jer 52:30.
	Refuges flee to Egypt, taking Jeremiah with them
	3rd deportation to Babylon	
561	Jehoiachin released from prison					Jer 52:31-34.
539/8	Babylon falls to the Medes and Persians
	Cyrus the Persian liberates the captives				Dan 5:30; Ezra 1:1-4


________________________							(When?)

(Jeremiah 20:1-6)   1  Now Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house of the LORD, 
	heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things.
2  Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.
3  And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD hath not called thy name Pashur, but Magormissabib.
4  For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword.
5  Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon.
6  And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies.

(Jeremiah 22:11-12)   11  For thus saith the LORD touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned 
	instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place; He shall not return thither any more:
12  But he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land no more.
 
(Jeremiah 22:18-19)     18  Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah; They 
	shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, 
	Ah lord! or, Ah his glory!
19  He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.
   
(Jeremiah 24:1-2)    1  The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, 
	after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king 
	of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought 
	them to Babylon.
2  One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that are first ripe: and the other basket had very naughty figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad.
        
(Jeremiah 26:8-9)    8  Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had 
	commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took 
	him, saying, Thou shalt surely die.
9  Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

(Jeremiah 26:20-24)    20  And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the son of 
	Shemaiah of Kirjathjearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to all the 
	words of Jeremiah:
21  And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death: but when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt;
22  And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt.
23  And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the graves of the common people.
24  Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to death.

(Jeremiah 28:10-17)  10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and brake it.
11  And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.
12  Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying,
13  Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron.
14  For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him the beasts of the field also.
15  Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.
16  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD.
17  So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.
       
(Jeremiah 29:1-6)    1  Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the 
	residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to 
	all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon;
2  (After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths, were departed from Jerusalem;)
3  By the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying,
4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon;
5  Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;
6  Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.

Jeremiah 32:1-5)   1  The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, 
	which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar.
2  For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah's house.
3  For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it;
4  And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes;
5  And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith the LORD: though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper.

(Jeremiah 32:26-36)    26  Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,
27  Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?
28  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it:
29  And the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger.
30  For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith the LORD.
31  For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face,
32  Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
33  And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction.
34  But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it.
35And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin.
36And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence;

(Jeremiah 33:1-5)    1  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut 
	up in the court of the prison, saying,
2Thus saith the LORD the maker thereof, the LORD that formed it, to establish it; the LORD is his name;
3Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.
4For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword;
5They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this city.

(Jeremiah 36:1-32)    1  And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this 
	word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,
2  Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day.
3  It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.
4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.
5  And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD:
6  Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities.
7  It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people.
8  And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD'S house.
9  And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem.
10  Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD'S house, in the ears of all the people.
11  When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD,
12  Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.
13  Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.
14  Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them.
15  And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears.
16  Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words.
17  And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth?
18  Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book.
19  Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.
20  And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king.
21  So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king.
22  Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him.
23  And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.
24  Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.
25  Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them.
26  But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.
27  Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,
28  Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned.
29  And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?
30  Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.
31  And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not.
32  Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.

(Jeremiah 37:1- 21)     1 And king Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom 
	Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah.
2  But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words of the LORD, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah.
3  And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the LORD our God for us.
4  Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had not put him into prison.
5  Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem.
6  Then came the word of the LORD unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying,
7  Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; Thus shall ye say to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land.
8  And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire.
9  Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they shall not depart.
10  For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire.
11  And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army,
12  Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of the people.
13  And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans.
14  Then said Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But he hearkened not to him: so Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes.
15  Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they had made that the prison.
16  When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many days;
17  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There is: for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.
18  Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison?
19  Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land?
20  Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.
21  Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers' street, until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

(Jeremiah 38:1-28)   1  Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, and Jucal the son of 
	Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the 
	people, 	saying,
2  Thus saith the LORD, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live.
3  Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which shall take it.
4  Therefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt.
5  Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing against you.
6  Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.
7  Now when Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin;
8  Ebedmelech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the king, saying,
9  My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is: for there is no more bread in the city.
10  Then the king commanded Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die.
11  So Ebedmelech took the men with him, and went into the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah.
12  And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so.
13  So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.
14  Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me.
15  Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto me?
16  So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the LORD liveth, that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life.
17  Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house:
18  But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand.
19  And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me.
20  But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the LORD, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live.
21  But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed me:
22  And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah's house shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back.
23  So they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.
24  Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou shalt not die.
25  But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death; also what the king said unto thee:
26  Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there.
27  Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them according to all these words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not perceived.
28  So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was taken.
      

Daniel										(When?)
(Daniel 1:1-6)     1  In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, 
	and besieged it.
2  And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.
3  And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;
4  Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
5  And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.
6  Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:



Christ’s Birth 									(When?)
[bookmark: _Hlk184154325](Matthew 2:1-23)	“1  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king.  
			When did Herod reign?
2  Saying, ‘Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  
		When did a star appear fitting this description?
3  When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4  And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born.  
5  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet.  
6  And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  
		Note* The birth of Christ was a planned event.
7  Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. . . . 
		When did a star appear fitting this description?
9  When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. . . . 
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him . . . 
		When did a star appear fitting this description, that would last over a year and 
		be able to guide people by supposedly changing its position?
[bookmark: _Hlk184156514]13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word; for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 
14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:  15 And was there until the death of Herod; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.  
[bookmark: _Hlk184157126]16 Then Herod . . . was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.  
17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying,  
18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for  her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.  
[bookmark: _Hlk184157599]19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel; for they are dead which sought the young child’s life.
21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither; notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Gallilee;
		When did Archaelaus begin to reign?
23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.
		Not* e We can assume, by the many recorded prophecies, that many aspects of the 
		Lord’s life were planned beforehand, including the timing, which involved 
		the arrangement of the stars (and planets).

(Matthew 17:4)	“[Mount of Transfiguration]  4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good
 for us to be here: If thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for  Moses, and one for Elias.
		Did this take place   at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles?   Pratt

Matthew 24:36

Mark 13:32

[bookmark: _Hlk184126911]
(Luke 1:5, 26-31)  “1 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of 
the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth . . 24 And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, . . .  
26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, . . .
27 to a virgin . . .  and the virgin’s name was Mary. . . . 
30 And the angel said unto her, fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.  
31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in they womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.
	His conception and his name was planned beforehand.


(Luke 2:1-8)	“1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed.  
	Question: When did Cesar Augustus rule?
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
	Question: When was Cyrenius governor of Syria?  
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  
	Question: Did they all have to do this at the same time?
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem: (because he was of the house and lineage of David.)  
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  
7 and she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.   
	Question: Why would there be no room at the inn?
8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
		Question: Why were these shepherds so special?
		Question: When do shepherds abide in the field at night?

   
(Luke 3:1-3)	“1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene.  
2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.  
3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;  
4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight . . . 
6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
		When was “the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar?  Roman appointed leaders?
		
Christ’s death 									(When?)

(Exodus 12:1-6)	 the Passover lamb was killed between 3:00 and 5:00 p.m.[2] on the afternoon of the fourteenth day of the spring month specified in the law of Moses 

(Matthew 27:46)	the Lamb of God actually died as a sacrifice 


(Luke 3:23)	“23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age” . . . 


(John 2:23)   [Beginning of his ministry – according to Pratt?] “Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, 
	in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did 

(John 19:13-14)  	“13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in
 the judgment seat,  . . . 
14 And it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold  your King.

(1 Corinthians 5:7)	The actual sacrificing of the Passover lamb was in similitude of the death of Jesus. 

(1 Corinthians 15:20)  “But now is Christ risen from the dead , and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”
			Was this represented by the “firstfruits” festival “Waving of the Omer”
			The Sunday morning of the Resurrection was also a day for this rite on the 
			Hebrew Calendar - Pratt

(Galatians 3:24)	“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, . . . “
			Where the rites of the law of Moses performed on key days that occurred in
			Christ’s life?

(Hebrews 10:1)  “a shadow of good things to come” 

(Revelation 22:16)	“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches, I am the 
		root and the off spring of David, and the bright and morning star [Venus?]
			Why would Jesus compare himself to “the morning star [Venus]? [see Internet]
			Does Christ’s life correlate with the cycle of the planet Venus [Venus calendar]?


General
2 Nephi 37??
Matthew 24:3; 
(Matt. 24:36-44;
Matt. 24:45-25:13; 

Mark 13:4;
Mark 13:32-27) 
Luke 12:39-46) 
Luke 21:7)  
(Acts 1:7) 










Verses According to Chronological Historical Order

Relative Historical / Scriptural Reference Points
	

     The following is a reasonable proposed scholarly chronology of those events preceding and coincidental with the beginning of the Book of Mormon story and the linked birth and death dates of the Savior.  The timetable is NOT to be considered as fixed.  It is here to provide a reasonable perspective of dated events in order to give a setting for questions to be asked or comments to be made.

		Scriptural references appear in blue
		Comments appear in red

DATE?	EVENT

701  BC	Sennacherib, king of Assyria, laid siege to Jerusalem.  King Hezekiah’s chances for survival seemed hopeless.
		The Prophet Isaiah said that the Lord would defend and save the city Isaiah 37:33, 35
		Miraculously, Sennacherib was decimated by an epidemic, losing some 185,000 men and had to depart.
		This story became legend, leading to the idea that Jerusalem could never be destroyed. 
640  BC	Josiah becomes king of Judah by consensus of the peoples  (But controlled by Assyria since 701 BC)
		Josiah becomes king at age 8- the last godly king		2Chron 34:1.
628  BC	Death of Assyrian emperor Ashurbanipal  (starts disintegration of Assyrian empire withdrawal)
		Josiah begins to purge Judah of idols in his 12th year		2Chron 34:3.
[bookmark: _Hlk140994114]		Josiah extends his boundaries to the ancient boundaries of Solomon (Dan to Beersheba 1 Kgs. 4:25
627  BC	Jeremiah called to be a prophet 
		The Lord first speaks to Jeremiah in 13th year of Josiah.		Jer 1:1.
622  BC	Josiah repairs temple, finds scriptures, institutes religious reformation 
		Book of the Law found in House of God			2Chr 34:8; 2Chr 34:14
612  BC	Babylonian army led by Nebuchadnezzar destroys Assyrian capital at Nineveh  

[bookmark: _Hlk140994147]609  BC	Josiah (ally of Babylonian king) is killed trying to stop Egyptians at Megiddo 	2 Chr. 35:20-25
		The people sustain Jehoahaz (Shallum) (not the oldest son of Josiah/mother Hamutal) as King (Reference 
[bookmark: _Hlk140994185]		[Hamutal was the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah (2 Kgs. 23:31) Priestly line
		Jehoahaz king for 3 months					2Chr 36:1-3
[bookmark: _Hlk140994292]		Necho (King of Egypt) places Jehoiakim ("Eliakim") (age 25) as king over Judah 2 Kings 23:31-34; 2Chr 36:4.
		Jehoahaz (Shallum) taken to Egypt where he dies.
[bookmark: _Hlk140994209]		Jeremiah mourns the loss of Shallum (loyal to Babylonia) as his king (Jeremiah 22:10-11)
608  BC	Jehoiakim (Eliakiim) (loyal to Egypt) begins official reign on 1 Nissan (2 Kings 23:36))  ILLEGITIMATE ?

_________________________
		
605  BC		PROPOSED LEHI DEPARTS (Chadwick) 

____________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk140994377]605  BC	Jeremiah arrested and jailed (Jeremiah 36:5??)
		Jeremiah put in prison overnight, banned from the temple till 598 B.C. (Reference)  
		Jeremiah commanded by the Lord to write all prophecies down    Jer. 36:1-8
		Jeremiah supported an alliance with Babylonia, NOT Egypt, as king Jehoiakim was practicing.
		Jeremiah did not support the idea that Jerusalem could NOT be destroyed.
		This would also apply to Lehi and give him cause to depart.  ALL departure routes are an option.
[bookmark: _Hlk140994485]		Yet false prophets such as Hannaniah ben Azur (see Jer. 28) predicted the destruction of Babylon shortly.
[bookmark: _Hlk140994516]		 Jeremiah’s life is threatened (Jer. 26:8)
605  BC	(June) Egyptians (Necho II) beaten by Babylonians at Carchemish (reference) 
		Babylon replaces Egypt as world power
		1st deportation of Jews to Babylon – Daniel in this group		Jer 46:2; Dan 1:1-7.	
		
	(Sept. 7) Nebuchadnezzar becomes king of Babylonia   (Reference) (Smith, p. 11)
 		
604  BC	(1 Nissan) Nebuchadnezzar begins official reign (Smith, p. 11)
		His armies invade Philistia, Ekron (25 miles from Jerusalem) & Askelon are totally destroyed ( p. 26)
604  BC	Baruch reads words of Jeremiah in temple, King has roll burned  Jer. 36:9-25
[bookmark: _Hlk140994645]		Jeremiah and Baruch go into hiding 		Jer. 36:19,26)
		The prophet Urijah, who prophesied similar to Jeremiah against the city Jerusalem, attempted to flee, 
[bookmark: _Hlk140994672]			was brought back and executed by Jehoiakim  (see Jeremiah 26:20-24)
[bookmark: _Hlk140994688]		Jeremiah commanded by the Lord to rewrite all prophecies   Jer. 36:27-32
604  BC	Daniels prophecy of 70 years of captivity for Judah (Smith, p. 11-12)
604/3  BC	Babylonia captures Gaza (Smith, p. 12)   Judah is under control of Babylonia.
601  BC	Egypt recaptures Gaza (Smith, p. 12)???  
601 BC	Jeremiah put into stocks for a day and night (Jeremiah 20:2)

_______________________________
601  BC		LEHI DEPARTS  April 6 1BC  (Pratt)
Pratt: Lehi's departure in the spring of 601 BC would fit well with Nephi's statement that Jerusalem had been destroyed "immediately after my father left Jerusalem" (2 Nephi 25:10). That is, Nephi would not have been referring to the final destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC, but rather to the first destruction which occurred in Dec., 601 BC.

601  BC		“DESTRUCTION” OF JERUSALEM  (Pratt)

[bookmark: _Hlk140994839]Pratt writes:  In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Babylon's spreading dominion met Egypt head on at the Battle of Carchemish, an Egyptian stronghold north of Jerusalem in Syria (Jer. 46:2). There, in May-June of 605 BC,[6] Nebuchadnezzar, the crown prince of Babylon, defeated Necho. Nebuchadnezzar immediately went to each of the countries which had been under Egyptian rule and took a few captives from among their princes,[7] apparently without further battle. Daniel was among that first group deported to Babylon (Dan. 1:1,3,6).[8] In August, Nebuchadnezzar received word of his father's death, and he returned to Babylon and was crowned king in Sep 605 BC.[9]
[bookmark: _Hlk140994862]According to a Babylonian account, during the next year each of the kings of Syro-Palestine (which included Jehoiakim) appeared before Nebuchadnezzar and paid him an annual tribute.[10] The Old Testament records that Jehoiakim paid the tribute for three years (2 Kings 24:1) and the Babylonian record confirms that for the three years of 604, 603 and 602 BC the tribute was collected in Nov.-Dec.[11] 

[My comment:  If Pratt’s scenario is correct, then there must have been a suspicion by Jehoiakim’s action’s or words at the end of 602 BC and during 601 BC that he was NOT going to pay the tribute.  Hence, pressure would mount to support Egypt (and persecute Lehi for siding with Babylonia) and force him to leave Jerusalem before things got worse.  It would also necessitate Nephi’s return for the plates and for Ishmael during the late spring (temperatures were tolerable) in order for Laman & Lemuel’s desire to return to make sense;]

When it came time to collect the tribute in the next year, Egypt and Judah rebelled. The Babylonian record states that beginning in Nov. 601 BC, Nebuchadnezzar fought a great war with Egypt, which he barely won, with both sides suffering heavy casualties.[12] The Bible states that after Jehoiakim had served Nebuchadnezzar for three years: "...then he turned and rebelled against him,
[bookmark: _Hlk140994885]"the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servants the prophets." -- 2 Kings 24:1-2.

[My comment:  It probably would have taken Nebuchadnezzar some time to prepare to move south against Egypt, so again, there must have been some indicators during the early part of 601 BC that Egypt and Judah were NOT going to pay the tribute.]

Thus, while Nebuchadnezzar was personally at war in Egypt, his vassal kingdoms of Syro-Palestine were punishing Jerusalem for Jehoiakim's rebellion. The destruction they inflicted upon Judah in Nov.-Dec. 601 BC was severe enough that, as stated in the above quotation, it was said to have fulfilled the words of the prophets that Jerusalem would be destroyed. This was the first destruction of Jerusalem by Babylon. This destruction has generally been entirely overlooked in histories of this period, so let us not confuse it with the well-known second and final destruction of Jerusalem by Babylon over thirteen years later in 587 BC.

[bookmark: _Hlk140994988]For an account of the last three years of Jehoiakim's reign which followed, the Bible refers us to other books no longer extant (2 Kgs. 24:5, 2 Chron. 36:8), but fortunately the Jewish historian Josephus and other Jewish traditions fill in the gap, presumably because they had access to those books. They state that three years later (in Dec. 598 BC) Jehoiakim again refused to pay the tribute.[13] This time Nebuchadnezzar marched to the city and convinced the Sanhedrin to lower Jehoiakim down over the wall to prevent a battle. Nebuchadnezzar bound him in fetters (2 Chron. 36:6), paraded him before various cities of Judah, and then slew him and threw his corpse to the dogs,[14] thus fulfilling a prophecy of Jeremiah (Jer. 22:18-19).


(6) The Babylonian date was the 21st year of Nabopolassar, father of Nebuchadnezzar. (See A.K. Grayson, Assyrian and Babylonian Chronicles , vol. 5 of Texts from Cuneiform Sources, eds. A.L. Oppenheim, et al. (New York: Augustun, 1975) p. 99. Conversion to our calendar taken from Babylonian Chronology, p. 25.
(7) Berossus of Babylon is quoted by Josephus as stating that after Nebuchadnezzar defeated Egypt at Carchemish, he immediately settled the affairs of Egypt, and the other countries and sent captives from the Jews, Phoenicians, Syrians, and Egyptians to Babylon before he returned there himself to be crowned king after his father's death (Antiquities X.xi.1).
(8) The Book of Daniel apparently uses the fall reckoning because it gives the year as the third year of Jehoiakim. See Pratt, J.P., "When was the Seventy Year Captivity of Judah?" Ensign, 28, No. 10 (October, 1998), 64-65.
(9) Babylonian Chronicles 5:10-11 (Grayson, p. 99-100).
(10) Babylonian Chronicles 5:17 (Grayson, p. 100).
(11) Babylonian Chronicles 5:17, 23; R5:4 (Grayson, p. 100-101).
(12) Babylonian Chronicles R5:6-7 (Grayson, p. 100).
(13) Josephus Antiquities X.vi.1-3.
(14) Ginzberg, Louis, Legends of the Jews (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1941) IV:285.


[My Comment:  THUS THERE ARE TWO POSSIBLE “FIRST YEARS OF ZEDEKIAH” AT THIS POINT: 605 BC AND 601 BC, 
Both require not accepting at face value the “first year of the reign of Zedekiah” to be in 597 BC.]

601  BC (Nov)	Judah’s WEST is eventually controlled by Babylonia forces
		Judah’s NORTH is eventually controlled by Babylonian ally Ammon
		Judah’s EAST and SOUTH are eventually controlled by Babylonian allies Moab and Edom, 
			shutting off the Arava route to the Red Sea (p. 28) 
______________________

[bookmark: _Hlk140995031]598  BC	Jehoiakim revolts against Babylon, (2 Ki. 24:6; 2 Chr. 36:6; Jer.22:19) 
597  BC	(early January) Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonia) arrives in Judah & lays siege to Jerusalem (reference)(Smith, p. 14)
597  BC	It is at this point that the Bible records Jehoiakim’s death (2 Kgs. 24:5-6) without comment
		Jehoiakim’s death was probably an assassination linked to his political alliance with Egypt] (p. 27)
597  BC	(January 16) Jehoiachin (18-yr-old son of Jehoiakim) starts to reign 3 mo. 10 days (2 Ki. 24:8; 2 Chr 36:9) (p. 14)
597  BC	(March 16) Jehoiachin surrenders to Nebuchadnezzar. (March 10, 597 BC)  
		Jerusalem falls to Babylonia 
		A Babylonian chronicle (now in the British museum) tells us the exact day Jerusalem was taken—
			“on the second day of the month of Adduru.”
597  BC	(March) Nebuchadnezzar deports 3023 Jews (Jer. 52:28)    (Second deportation) 
597  BC	(April 22) Nebuchadnezzar deports 10,000 Jews (Ezek. 40:1; 2 Chr. 36:10; 2 Ki. 24:12-16) (p. 14)
		City was put under martial law
		Temple was looted
		Royal Palace was looted
		Thousands of elite people deported, including king Jehoiachin, his mother, other royal wives, many other
		 princes and women of extended royal family (2 Kgs. 24:14-15), including young Daniel and his friends (see
		 Dan. 1:1-7). 
		10,000 captives: all builders, manufacturers, and metalworkers were taken away.
		1000 smiths and craftsmen taken away (24:16; see also Jer. 24:1; 29:2)
		None remained except the poorest.
		
597  BC	(April 22) Mattaniah ("Zedekiah") placed on the throne (age 21) (Smith, p. 14)
596  BC	(April) 	Possible 1st official year of Zedekiah's reign (Smith, p. 15)  
		Also possible that Zedekiah’s “first year” was LEGITIMATELY extended back 
		Either by Nebuchadnezzar trying to re-establish an alliance with Babylonia or
			the people trying to re-establish their true political feelings as directed by the prophets.
			But why would Nephi not make note of that?
________________________	 
597-596 BC		LEHI DEPARTS FROM JERUSALEM   (Smith)




____________________________________



SPACE of TIME

589  BC	Zedekiah plans revolt against Babylonia, expects help from Egypt (Smith, p. 16)

_____________________________

588 BC	LEHI DEPARTS JERUSALEM  (Spackman)
	Lehi’s 600 -year Prophecy of Christ’s birth   (reference)
____________________

588  BC	(Jan 15) Nebuchadnezzar arrives in Judah to put down revolt, lays siege to Jerusalem (Smith, p. 16)
[bookmark: _Hlk140995154]588  BC	(Summer) Jeremiah imprisoned for the duration of the siege (Jer. 32-33, 37:4-38:28) (Smith, p. 16)
[bookmark: _Hlk140995234]588  BC	Jeremiah's worst prison named "Malchiah Son of the King" (Mulek Son of the King) (Smith, p. 16) (Jeremiah 37:15)
587  BC	(January 7) Babylonian siege lifted temporarily to fight Egyptian army marching along the coast ( p. 17)
587  BC	(April 29) Babylonian army defeats Egyptian army, siege reinstated (Smith, p. 18)
586  BC	(July 19) Walls of Jerusalem breached (Smith, p. 18)
586  BC	(Aug 15-18) Temple destroyed (Smith, p. 18)       
		(Second Destruction)  Pratt    June 587 BC
		ATTESTED TO BY LEHI IN THE NEW WORLD- (2 Ne. 1:4)
		Note*  News could have traveled to Wadi Sayq or Khor Rori in 3 months time.
		Lehi could have stated this “vision” at any time along the trail, so is this a “new” vision?
586  BC	(August) Zedekiah captured at Jericho, taken to Nebuchadnezzar's headquarters. Sons slain before his
[bookmark: _Hlk140995270]		eyes, his eyes put out.  Taken to Babylon (2 Ki. 25:4,6-7) 
		(Fourth Deportation) Pratt
		Note*  Zedekiah was traveling EAST.  On the other hand, he was captured.
586  BC	Major deportation of Jews (2 Kings 25:11) (Smith, p. 18)
		Q. what about while in Bountiful (at least 8 years later, Nephi prophesies Jerusalem’s final destruction 
			with FEW captives (see 1 Ne. 17:43)

		“he cometh . . in six hundred years from the time my father left Jerusalem”    (1 Ne 19:8)
			Was this date the beginning day/month of the Nephite calendar?
		Zenos spake concerning the three days of darkness as a special sign to those on the isles of the sea (1 Ne 9:10
			How could this happen?  
		“I have seen a vision in which I know that Jerusalem is destroyed.” (2 Ne 1:4)
			What year BC was this?   This must be a new vision – see previous statements.
		Thirty years had passed away from the time we left Jerusalem”  (2 Ne 5:28)
			Civil calendar?
			(See also Jacob 1:1; Enos 1:25; Jarom 1:5, 13; Omni 1:3, 5; Mosiah 6:4; 29:46; 3 Nephi 1:1; 2:6)

		“Behold, my soul delighteth in proving unto my people the truth of the coming of Christ; for, for this 
			end hath the law of Moses been given.”  (2 Ne 11:4)
			How was Christ’s birthdate (“coming”) proven by the Law of Moses?
			Was there symbolism in the dating of certain Mosaic festivals?
(2 Nephi 25:10)   ”it hath been told them concerning the destruction which should come upon them,* immediately after 
			my father left Jerusalem, nevertheless, they hardened their hearts; and according to my 
			prophecy they have been destroyed, save it be those which are carried away captive into 
			Babylon.”*  (2 Ne 25:10)
			What is the meaning of “immediately after?
			Was the destruction a one-time thing or was it a process? 
			If the punctuation of this verse is changed, the meaning changes.( * = a period)
(2 Nephi 25:19)      The Messiah [Jesus Christ] cometh in six hundred years from the time that my father left Jerusalem (2 Ne 25:19)
			How long were these years?






CENTURIES PASS    


       BC	Augustus begins his reign.  The reign of Caesar Augustus =    years.
       BC	Samuel’s Prophecies 	
		of Christ’s birth: “five years more cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of God” Hel.13:1-2, 14:2
		of the light
		of a New Star		

		of Christ’s death          Helaman 14:21-27   
		of the Nephite destruction
     BC	Herod the Great begins his reign     ?	The reign of Herod = ? years	
     BC	In the days of Herod, king of Judaea:	
		Priest in course of Abia
		Elisabeth conceived and hid herself five months . . .  Luke 1:24
     BC	In the sixth month, angel Gabriel sent to Nazareth, to Mary—announcement     Luke 1:26-31

     BC	A decree from Cesar Augustus  “all the [?] world should be taxed” 	 Luke 2:1     
     BC	Taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria   	 Luke 2:2
     BC	All went to be taxed, every one into h is own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
		into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem: (because he was of the house and lineage 
		of David. To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.   Luke 2: 3-5
     BC	CHRIST’S BIRTH DATE:  While they were there, she brought forth her firstborn son, and laid him in a manger; 
		because there was no room for them in the inn.   Luke 2:6-7
     	There were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Luke 2:8
		Time Period?
	Luke’s account of the new star

		 “the ninety and first year had passed away and it was six hundred years from the time that Lehi left
		 Jerusalem”  (3 Ne 1:1)
			Civil calendar?	Prophetic calendar?
		 “there were some who began to say that the time was past for the words to be fulfilled, which were 
			spoken by Samuel the Lamanite.  (3 Ne 1:5-6)
			What calendar differences might precipitate this belief?

“And it came to pass that they did make a great uproar throughout the land; and the people who believed began 
	to be very sorrowful . . . But behold, they died watch steadfastly for that day and that night and that 
	day which should be as one day as if there were no night . . .  (3 Ne 1:7-8)
			How long did this take?   Day?  Days?   Months?
“there was a day set apart by the unbelievers that all those who believed in the traditions should be put to 
	death?   (3 Ne 1:9)
			What would account for this discrepancy?
			How long did it take for the unbelievers to achieve consensus on this idea?
			How long beyond the initial 600-year-mark did this time limit extend?  Days?  Months?
Nephi prays for deliverance “all that day” . . . (3 Nephi 1:13)     “on this night shall the sign be given, and on the 
	morrow come I into the world”   (3 Ne 1:12-13)
			Does this imply that the day began at sunrise?
			And how would the time correlate with the Old World?  (See Dike 2022 article)
		 “at the going down of the sun there was no darkness” . . . No darkness in all that night   (3 Ne 1:15, 19)
			When?	What historical & astronomical evidence?
			Apparently this means that there is first a 24-hour period of light (a day and a “night”)
			Then there is another 12-hour day of light
		A new star did appear   (3 Ne 1:21)
			Apparently in the evening after a day & night & day of light.	What evidence?
			Is this the same star visible from Jerusalem?  Viewed by the wisemen?

     BC-AD	The Wise Men followed a star – the star led them to Bethlehem
	
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. (Matthew 2:1-2) 
     When did they see “his star” in the east, and how long had they been traveling?
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. . . . he demanded . . . where Christ should be born. . . . [his priests and scribes] said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet. “thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.”  Matthew 2:3-6
	Note* The birth of Christ was a pre-planned event.  Was it planned to the very day?
Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. . . . Matthew 2:7
	Note*  Interestingly, there is no recorded response by the wisemen as to when.
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him . . . they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  (Matthew 2:9-11)
	Where was the house and how old was the “young child”, and how does a star do this?
And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, [the wisemen] departed into their own country another way.  And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word; for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:  (Matthew 2:12-14)
		Joseph’s departure to Egypt must be just days after the wisemen visit with Herod.

     BC-AD	Herod’s slaughter of the children at Bethlehem  [No historical record]
Then Herod . . . was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.  (Matthew 2:16 -18)
     Is “two years old” an indication of how old Christ was at this time?  Or when the wisemen saw the star?

04 BC	[Herod’s death date]

     BC?	Joseph returns to Nazareth:
But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel; for they are dead which sought the young child’s life.  And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither; notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Gallilee; And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.   (Matthew 2:19-23)
	When did Archaelaus begin to reign?
	How long did Joseph stay in Egypt?
		Note* We can assume, by the many recorded prophecies, that many aspects of the Lord’s life were planned 
		beforehand.  Did this include the timing, which involved the arrangement of the stars and planets (calendar)?

     AS	Nephite Calendar Change:



      AD	[Tiberius Caesar begins his reign  ?]		

      AD      	[Pontius Pilate becomes governor of Judaea  ?]

      AD	[Herod ?? becomes tetrarch of Galilee ?]

      AD	John the Baptist begins his ministry:  
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene.  Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance    (Luke 3:1-3)	
	When was this?


     AD	Baptism of Jesus ?  & Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry  
		Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him   (Matt. 3:13-17)
			Jesus led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil . . . he fasted forty days (Matt 4:1-2)
			Jesus heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee.- 
leaving Nazareth he came and dwelt in Capernaum (Matt 4: 12-14)
		Jesus also being baptized  (Luke 3:21)  
			And Jesus  himself began to be about thirty years of age   (Luke 3:23)
			Jesus led into the wilderness- being forty days tempted of the devil  (Luke 4:1-3)
		Jesus is baptized   (John 1:29-34)
			The next day Jesus meets Andrew, Peter’s brother  (John 1:35-40)
			The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee   (John 1:43)
			The third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee – mine hour is not yet come  (John 2:1-5)
				This beginning of miracles & then went to Capernaum not many days  (John 2:12)
			The Jews’ Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem  (John 2:13)
				Then said the Jews: Forty and six years was this temple in building, 
					and wilt thou rear it up in three days?   (John 2:20)
		    Different chronological actions are described here
		    Chronology related to John the Baptist ministry, and also the age of 30. 
		    Length of ministry related to the number of Passovers mentioned   (3 or 4)
			(John 2:13-23)
			LIST
			(John 19:13-14)
		    Beginning of the ministry related to 46 years of temple construction  
			[The Year Temple Construction Begins -- BC]
			

(Limited by Nisan 15 dates of Crucifixion
		
		


	The chronology of the Passover week: Last supper, Crucifixion, Resurrection  (Synoptics vs. John)  
	(See 1891 / 1904 Samuel J. ANDREWS notation & book)



(              )	The reign of Caiaphas
(             )	The reign of Pontius Pilate

Prophecy regarding Job that he would be 3 days & 3 nights in the whale 
Christ’s Crucifixion date on the 4th day of the 34th Nephite year
Three days of darkness for the Nephites
The dating of the Nephite destruction in the land


Christ’s appearance to the Nephites      
		The end of the Nephite nation


Viable theories?

   5   BC	Christ was born     
  5/4 BC	Herod died 
[bookmark: _Hlk139213091]  30 AD	Christ was crucified / Resurrected / Visited the Americas


Note*  The argument for all this charting, in general, hinges on the length of the “year.”
	Jeffrey Chadwick contends that a 365+ lunar-solar year was not only necessary for the Law of Moses 
		ordinances to be kept, but also for Mormon (and Moroni) to chronicle the Nephite history!  While there 
		is no mention of “intercalation” in the text, a small amount is implied in 3 Nephi 1:9 when there was uncertainty 
		about the day the sign of Christ’s birth would happen and a particular final day was set apart by unbelievers 
		for the sign of Christ’s birth.  In 3 Nephi 2:8 they began to reckon time in a new way, but we find that in 
		3 Nephi 8:5 the signs of Christ’s death began in the first month. 
		
Note*  In critiquing various theories, scholars tend to come down hard on the “fact” that there are two “certain” dates: the death of Herod in April of 4 BC, and the first year of the reign of Zedekiah in 597 BC that started in the spring, in the month of ‘Aviv. Accepting BOTH of these dates only compounds the problem of explaining Lehi’s 600-year prophecy regarding the time between Lehi’s departure from Jerusalem and the birth of Christ, because we end up with a span of only 592 solar years between the events. But other calendars have been employed to solve this issue.


George Potter notes: “No two other decades in the history of Judah are better documented than the years 609-586. (Ben-Sasson, History of the Jewish People, p. 155)”

Yet Book of Mormon scholars have yet to reach consensus on when Lehi left Jerusalem.

No other individual has been written about more than Jesus Christ.

Yet Bible Scholars have yet to reach any kind of consensus on exactly when Christ was born or when He was crucified.

And Book of Mormon scholars, in similar fashion, have yet to reach any kind of chronological consensus in these matters.
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